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Bureau of Narcotics, Atlanta, Georgia, and reported on Form  142, or
such narcotic drugs may be turned over to the Chief Drug Inspector,
State Board of Health, Columbia, South Carolina, for surrender to the
District Supervisor.
5. RESPONSIBILITY FOR NARCOTICS: The administrative head
of the hospital, as a registrant under the Narcotic Act is responsible for
the proper safeguarding and handling of narcotic drugs within the hospital.
The responsibility for storage, accountability, and proper dispensing of
narcotic drugs from the pharmacy may be delegated to the pharmacist.
Likewise, the Director of Nurses may be delegated the authority for
proper storage at nursing stations of limited quantities of narcotic drugs
for use as directed by physician orders. However, delegation of authority
does not relieve the administrator of the hospital of supervisory responsi-
bility to insure detection and correction of any diversion or mishandling.
The administrator shall be certain that all possible control measures are
observed.
6. PRESCRIPTION NOT REQUIRED: Physicians' orders for pa-
tients within the hospital must appear on the physician's order sheet
(patient's chart) and no prescription is required. The Nursing Station
floor stock used in administering narcotic drugs must be accounted for
on the narcotic control or disposition form. Physician's order sheets
should be checked against the narcotic control sheet periodically by the
person in charge of the pharmacy or drug room. No hospital shall dispense
a physician's prescription unless the hospital maintains a pharmacy under
the supervision and direction of a duly licensed pharmacist.
7. REGISTRY NUMBER NOT REQUIRED: The physician's full
name or initials must appear on the physician's order sheet (patient's
chart). The physician's registry number is not required except on pre-
scriptions.
8. TELEPHONE ORDERS: Telephone orders for narcotics to be
administered to patients with the hospital are permissible only in case of
emergency or under conditions considered critical by the physician. The
nurse shall write the order on the physician's order sheet, stating "Tele-
phone Order" and sign the physician's name and her initials. The narcotic
drug may be administered at once. The physician shall verify his tele-
phoned order by a notation on the order sheet within twenty-four (24)
hours.
9. VERBAL ORDERS: Verbal (oral) orders for narcotic drugs to be
administered to patients within the hospital are permitted in a bona fide
emergency. Verbal orders shall be handled in the same manner as tele-
phone orders and shall be verified by the physician within twenty-four
(24) hours.
10. STANDING ORDERS: Orders for narcotic drugs which are given
as a routine procedure by a physician, such as for pre-operative medication
etc., shall be handled in the same manner as telephone orders and shall
be verified by the physician within twenty-four (24) hours.


